A young and ®t man was shot with an airgun from a distance of 50 m. A small entry wound was found on the right side of the abdomen with no exit wound. There were no signs of generalized peritonitis, only local abdominal tenderness.
is an anteroposterior radiograph showing the pellet, and Figure 2 is a lateral taken subsequently (30 min later) to help with location.
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Where was the pellet? The ®rst person (unconnected with the authors) to send a correct answer to the Editor, JRSM, will receive a copy of The Healing Arts, by R S Downie (reviewed on p. 497 of this issue). The outcome of the case, and the name of the prizewinner, will be published in the November JRSM. 
This month in history
In a paper published on 21 September 1861, Prosper Menie Áre (1799±1862) described the pathological basis of an af¯iction characterized by sudden attacks of vertigo, tinnitus, nausea, and unilateral deafness. Years before, in 1848, he had made an inconspicuous reference to this condition in his French translation of Wilhelm Kramer's text on ear disease. Menie Áre's medical training began in 1819 at Ho Ãtel Dieu, and he obtained his doctorate in 1828. At Ho Ãtel-Dieu, he served as clinical assistant to the illustrious Guillaume Dupuytren. By 1832 he was assistant professor in the University of Paris. After some unusual assignments involving royalty, Menie Áre was appointed chief physician at the Institute for Deaf Mutes in 1838. While he maintained varied medical interests, his professional activities were focused on otology. In the historic paper of 1861, Menie Áre acknowledged that he was not describing a new disease but merely localizing its pathology to the semicircular canals. He emphasized the absence of cerebral involvement. Menie Áre maintained an abiding interest in the intellectual life of Paris and its literary circles and was himself a proli®c author of medical and literary creations.
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